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the officers of the Navy, intimating his desire for a suggestion
from the retiring chief as to whom he had been considering a
suitable successor. Without question or reserve, Captain George
Dewey was named on account of his merit as an executive officer
of long experience and his high professional character. His
familiarity with business methods and his acquaintance with
business men, growing out of his service as naval secretary of
the Lighthouse Board, fitted him in an especial degree for this
post. "Whether the suggestion was influential or had any weight
is unknown, but Dewey was named for the place and relieved
the retiring chief on the 31st of July, 1889.

In the interval between the date of the retiring chief's first
conversations with the secretary and his letter of resignation
several interviews were had with him relating to the assignment
most preferred. The cruiser Baltimore, then nearing comple-
tion at the William Cramp & Sons' shipbuilding works at Phila-
delphia, having been named for the commercial metropolis of
Maryland, it was believed that it would gratify the people of the
State if a son of Maryland was assigned to command her. Mr.
Tracy assented immediately to this view, and supplemented the
decision with the statement that, as the Baltimore was in all re-
spects an up-to-date ship, she should make the cruise preferred
by her commander. As a new vessel of high power and great
speed, it was thought wiser to keep her on the Atlantic coast for
a few months to test thoroughly her machinery, guns and equip-
ments before leaving for a cruise around the world, as originally
intended. Orders to her commander were issued the day follow-
ing the secretary's letter accepting the retiring chief's resigna-
^ as follows :

NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.,

June 26, 1889.

Sir: Upon the termination of your duties as Chief of the Bureau of Equip-
ment and Recruiting on the 31st of July next, you will proceed to the works
of Messrs. Cramp and Sons, Philadelphia, Pa., and report by letter to the com-
mandant of the Navy Yard, League Island, Pa., for the command of the U. S. S.
Baltimore.                                              Very respectfully,

B. F. TRACY,
Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore W. S. SCHLET, U. S. N.,

Chief Bureau Equipment and Recruiting,
Navy Department,
Washington. D. C. business.period overthrew action inter-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